WAITING  ORDERS.                     358

A certain antagonism  to  General   Mitehel   tad
sprung up among some of  the commanders in the
West, at the "very  commencement of   his military
career.    It began with his intended move into East
Tennessee, in October, 1861.    It gathered strength
when, starting from the rear of McCooVs division
in February, 1862, he took the advance as next in
rank to the department commander.    When he was
assigned the duty of protecting Nashville, and the
other commanders of the Army of the Ohio proceeded
to Corinth, it seemed as though his restlessness could
give no further- offence.    But suddenly he fell upon
Huntsville, and within a month from his separation
from the Army of the Ohio lie had been made a
Major-General.    Then followed his communications
direct with the War Department, as ordered by Sec-
retary  Stanton, and finally the order to report  at
Washington, when it was believed that he might re-
turn, assigned to an important command.    It was to
be expected that all this would spread discontent,
and that the call to the capital might cause serious
disquietude in the minds even of the most influential
commanders.

This antagonism came partly from the fact that
Mitehel was not understood.    His desire to go for-
ward was set down as evidence of inordinate ambi-
tion; his congratulatory orders to his troops, dictated
. by' an ardent nature, and intended to inspire thmi
with some of his own fire, were attributed to a de-
sire to manufacture a reputation: while his corre-
: spondence with, the Secretary of War might easily
be interpreted as intended for a means to promotion.
'      This spirit of opposition took shape when Mitehel
was ordered to Washington,   Colonel Jesse Norton,herman happened
